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EDITORIAL. 


It is again our privilege to chronicle the records of an eventful 
session which has been marked in every way by that veritable 
essence, distilled in the school laboratories, and known elsewhere 
as esprit de corps. Certainly the Association never showed greater 
activity. Not only on the playing fields but also on the concert 
platform have many creditable performances been achieved, and 
so the task of assimilating knowledge has been punctuated with 
that healthy relaxation which refreshes after toil. But the attain- 
ments have not been confined to these lighter sides of school life, 
for both past and present Square Students have again figured 
prominently in the more serious departments of their respective 
spheres. “Known, admitted and improved” may well serve to 
describe the treatment meted out, by successive generations of 
Squarites, to the traditions which were made by those who have 
preceded them, and the advice offered in this issue over the initials 
I.C. for the guidance of those who are yet to come may not be 


proffered in vain. 
* * * 


We gather that the arrangements for the establishment of a 
degree in pharmacy at London University are nearing completion, 
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and before many months have passed the direct association of the 
Society’s School with this great academic body must surely become 
an established fact. Thus will be laid the stepping-stone for a 
great advance.in pharmaceutical education, to which the award by 
the Senate of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy to a student who 
prepared his thesis in the Society’s research laboratories is but a 
fitting forerunner. 
x * * 
Some surprise has been expressed that the Students’ Association 
is not exhibiting at Wembley, but when it is remembered that 
No. 17 constitutes a “‘ Palace of Industry” in itself it will be con- 
ceded that such a departure would be superfluous. A contributor 
to this issue with an obvious insight into the future suggests a 
possible development of the exhibition fever. 


* * * 


The Pharmacy Hockey Cup has passed into other hands. We 
congratulate the winners! May they keep it just long enough for 
the Square team to win it back from them next season. The 
football team were more fortunate and succeeded in winning the 
new cup presented by Mr. Stuart Hills, thus making four cup- 
winning years in succession—surely a record in Square history. 


SCHOOL NOTES. 


The advent. of numerous red buckets labelled FIRE and hung 
on bright black brackets placed at intervals on the stairs and in the 
corridors has added an air of distinction to the interior decorations 
of No. 17; but quite the finishing touch has been supplied by 
numerous printed documents each in a neat frame which made 
their appearance on the walls to symbolise the installation of the 
buckets. At first it was thought that these were examples of the 
proposed new certificates-for those whose names are “added to 
the register’ but even a very casual vlance dispelled this fear and 
all who stop to read are directed “to descend the main staircase in 
an orderly fashion”’ in the event of afire. Just as if Square students 
ever descended that aforesaid staircase in anything but an orderly 
fashion! What we should like to ask is, would not the powers that 
be allow half the students to slide down the banisters and the rest 
to make their escape from the labs. by means of a rope formed by 
knotting many chemi dusters together? These useful articles of 
equipment always exist in plenty and, of course, are rendered 
specially suited for this purpose by their prolonged contact with 
acids and their constant proximity to those who are proficient in 
solving knotty problems. 


Doubtless a recognised system of fire drill will be instituted 
and it will be pointed out that fire buckets may serve other 
purposes than for the reception of cigarette ends. A demonstration 
of how to operate a portable fire extinguisher by a few of our 
leading lights under the captaincy of Mr. Water Squirter might 
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possibly provide the inspiration for the perfection of the much 
needed long range water bottle. 


Meanwhile we must be content to resume our plaster spreading 
and to apply ourselves assiduously to our B.P’s < 
which are tempered by the occasional outbursts of enthusiasm 
displayed by the jazz band which has become quite a feature of 
this session’s work and doubtless supplied the inspiration for the 
success of the Major students at the Easter examinations. Our 
congratulations to all who gained the diploma, but especially do we 
acclaim the doughty warriors who were responsible for the capture 
of the three council prizes and thus brought once again all three 
awards to the Square. 


We were sorry to lose Mr. K. E. N. Williams who recently left 
the staff to take up an appointment -at Winchester and we offer 
him our best wishes for success in his new post. Williams, who 
was a minor student in the early days of the war, returned to 
resume his studies after a long period of active service. His 
conspicuous efforts on the football field (he was formerly captain 
of the eleven) and his constant enthusiasm for the various activities 
of the Students’ Association, which he served for a time as one of 
the general secretaries, are well known to all readers of the 
Chronicle, and we offer our congratulations to Miss Saunders and 
Mr. Williams on the announcement of their engagement. The 
vacancy on the chemistry staff has been filled by Mr. W. Ellison, to 
whom we extend a hearty welcome. 

During this term we have been invited to visit the laboratories 
of several manufacturing houses and we are pleased to record our 
thanks to ‘the respective directors whose courtesy has made it 
possible for us to see the application of pharmaceutical processes 
on a large scale. ‘To see is to believe,” and it is not mere idle 
talk to say that these visits have constituted an educational treat by 
the ocular demonstration of that high degree of precision and 
control with which modern machinery and appliances have endowed 
pharmaceutical operations. 

It remains for us to chronicle an adventure which befell that 
placid marble bust which has for so many years presided over the 
entrance hall of Number Seventeen. One quiet and drowsy 
afternoon in April it seems that an unruly gang unexpectedly 
descended from taxis and burst into the hall. While half their 
number reduced its blue-coated guardian to a state of passive 
resistance, the remainder removed the bust from its niche and 
the whole party then made off at top speed to their lair in the 
Clapham Road. Whatever the object which the marauders had in 
view in planning this expensive little raid, it can hardly be said to 
have been achieved, for the bust was perforce returned 
ignominiously late the same evening. We can only thank them for 
having provided a change. It must have been a pleasant experience 
to go on the spree after so many years on the bust. 

‘“ SoUARITE.”’ 
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


Retrospection is not always a pleasant occupation, as a student 
once remarked after his sixth attempt at the ‘ Minor,’ but we 
think that the members of the Association will have cause for at 
least some feelings of satisfaction in reviewing the events of the 
past session. 


The activities of the Association have been well maintained 
and the interest and support of both past and present students 
have been a marked feature of the year. Criticism has not been 
lacking but it has been, on the whole, constructive and consequently 
of a salutary nature. 


We are pleased to announce a new departure in the formation 
of a Cricket Club, which we believe will meet the needs of those 
to whom tennis makes no appeal. Although at the time of writing 
no matches have been played, the club has a full fixture list and 
we are confident that it will enjoy some good sport during the 
remainder of the term. 


We are greatly indebted to Messrs. S. Maw, Son & Sons Ltd. 
for their kindness in again offering the use of two courts for tennis 
and nets for cricket practice, and also to the ““Allenburys” Athletic 
Club and the Wellcome Club and Institute for the pleasure we 
have derived from participation in social functions arranged 
by them. 


To those present students who will be leaving us at the close 
of the session we extend our best wishes for success both in July 
and after, and express the hope that the part they have played in 
the aftairs of the Association during the present year will result in 
a lifelong interest in its fortunes. 

F. W. A. 


KK. on oe 


CLUB NOTES. 


Hockey Club. 


Captain—J. R.. SHARP. 
Secretary—M. F. STOTHERT. 


The Hockey Club have had a fairly successful season. Of 
thirteen matches played seven have been won and six lost. Forty- 
one goals were scored for the team as compared with thirty-one 
scored against them. The “A” team played one match which was 
lost by one goal to three. Sharp has proved a most efficient 
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captain and we hope that there is truth in the rumour that he 
will be with us next season. 


The following players have been awarded caps and badges : 
Sharp, Eastland, Linstead, Miss Brown, Ellison, Stothert; and 
the following have been awarded badges: Miss Kirkwood, Miss 
Herrington, Miss Mowat, R. L. Cardwell and Bastow. 


REPORTS OF MATCHES. 


January 19th—v. SUNBURY. Away. 


The Square led by three goals to one within a few minutes of 
time, but our opponents quickly added four goals and thus secured 
a victory by a margin of five to three. Miss Kirkwood and 
Stothert (2) registered our score. 

On the same day the “A” team played Busu “A” at Edgware, 
and were defeated by three goals to one. Williams scored for 
the Square. 


January 26th. 


The men’s team were defeated by St. Mary’s Hospitau by 
the odd goal in three. Kent and Todd were especially conspicuous 
for the Square. 


February 9th—v. BURROUGHS WELLCOME. At Dartford. 


This return match was a thrilling game in which we were 
defeated by two nil. Both of our opponent’s goals were scored in 
the last five minutes of the match. 


February 16th—v. Busu’s. At Walthamstow. 


This return match resulted in a victory for us by five goals to 
one. Miss Kirkwood (2), Stothert (2) and Ellison were responsible 
for notching our points. 


February 28th—v. “ALLENBURYs.” At Edgware. 


Our opponents pressed vigorously on several occasions and 
were only repelled by Cardwell’s clever work in goal. Goals 
scored by Ellison, Miss Woodward and Stothert (2) gave us a 
victory by five to nil. 


Old Boys’ Day was celebrated on March 8th. On the hockey 
- field the ‘‘ Old ’uns”’ demonstrated their supremacy by defeating a 
team of the present generation to the tune of nine goals to nil. 
Kent was responsible for no fewer than eight and Todd was always 
very conspicuous in more ways than one. The Old Boys’ team 
was composed of Miss Mowat, Linstead, Everett, J. G., Miss Arkell, 
Todd, F. J., Miss Ogilvie, Eastland, Miss Fulcher, Kent, Chaston, 
Miss Hohly. 
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March 22nd—Mtnors v. Majors. 


This match resulted in a win for the priores by six goals to 
two, Umney and B. Jones being very prominent. 


Football Club. 


Captain—H. A. BaNncks, 
Secretary—H. SURFLEET. 


The second half of the season was most successful and 
terminated in the winning of the new Inter-Pharmacy League Cup. 
The team has worked well together, Kembery and Wright being 
the chief goal scorers. The second eleven has played several 
matches but has not been very successful, although the games have 
been well contested. 


The results for both teams for the season are summarised :— 


FIRST ELEVEN. 


Played Won Lost Drawn Goals For Goals Against 
12 6 =) 3 53 24 


SECOND ELEVEN. 
6 1 5 0 5 31 


The first eleven has been constituted as follows :—Goal: 
E. W. Milner; Backs: A. R. Cross, H. A. Bancks; Half-backs : 
J. M. Hughes, G. H. Sumner, J. W. Cardwell; Forwards; 
J. A. Wright, H. R. Martin, C. A. B. Kembery, B. W. -Melhuish, 
F. C. Chambers, F. R. G. Gulliver. 


FIRST ELEVEN RESULTS. 
January 26th—v. \WESTMINSTER. At Edgware. 


Owing to the bad weather the ground was very heavy and fast 
play was impossible. After a few minutes Chambers scored for the 
Square. The Westminster defence worked well and prevented 
further score up to half-time. Soon after the restart the Square 
got away and Melhuish scored. We continued to press and 
Sumner added a third goal, and three more were added before 
the close, the Square thus winning easily by six goals to nil. 


February 2nd—v. BoRoUGH ROAD COLLEGE. At Isleworth, 
This match was lost by two goals to six. 


February 9th—v. REGENT STREET POLYTECHNIC. At Edgware. 
We gained another success by three goals to nil. 
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February 16th—v. LONDON COLLEGE. At Edgware. 


After some midfield play the London forwards attacked, and 
it was some time before we could break away. Eventually we 
tested the London defence but it proved very sound. Both teams 
appeared to suffer from nerves, and at half-time no score had been 
registered. From the change of ends the London forwards were 
at once agressive and the Square defence was kept busy. After 
about ten minutes further play London registered the first goal. 
From the restart they immediately broke through and again scored. 
Things were looking bad for the Square, but a remarkable recovery 
was effected. Wright was able to score twice before the whistle 
sounded “no side,’ and thus this keenly contested match resulted 
in a draw of two all. 


February 23rd—v. SOUTH OF ENGLAND COLLEGE. At Edgware. 


This proved a very easy match and we won by eight goals to 
nil, Kembery (4), Melhuish (2), Wright (2). 


The final match to decide the destiny of the Inter-Pharmacy 
Cup was played at Merton Abbey on March 8th against the London 
College. After an exciting game the Square won by three goals 
to one. 


March &th—v. OLp Boys. At Edgware. 


The Old Boys had got together a strong team consisting of 
A. Surfleet, Foulkes-Jones, Mackenrot, Watkins, G. F. Jones, 
Stephenson, Sumner, Melhuish, Harrison, Adams, Pratt. The 
game was very even for the first few minutes, but the Old Boys 
soon attacked. After some time Lewis scored for the “ Present” 
from a corner, and Martin “notched a second point. Before half- 
time Sumner scored for the Old Boys. In the second half Harrison 
and Stephenson each added a goal for the Old Boys. Just before 
the final whistle blew Kembery equalised for the “ Present,” thus 
making the result a draw of three all. 


SECOND ELEVEN RESULTS. 
March 1st—v. REGENT STREET POLYTECHNIC. Lost, 6—0. 
March 22nd—v. BaTTERSEA PoLYTECHNIc. Lost, 4—0. 


The following have played for the second eleven :—F. W. 
Adams, Surfleet, Bishop, Scaife, Gulliver, Clarke, Hodgson, Simpson, 
_ Lewis, Butler, Cooper, Schwarz, Owen. 


Social Club. 


Secretary—F. C. HODGSON. 


About eighty past and present students attended the second 
dance of the session at the Palace Hotel on February 29th. The 
presence of Professor Greenish was particularly appreciated and 
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his entrance into the ballroom was greeted with loud cheers. By 
a special dispensation the dancing continued until 2 a.m., an 
innovation much enjoyed by the company. The Stanley Charles 
Orchestra were again responsible for the music, and an extremely 
pleasant evening was spent by all. 


The Second Concert. 


The second concert took the form of a pharmaceutical revue, 
written, stage-managed, produced and acted by the Minor Students. 
The most original and appreciated item was undoubtedly the 
playing of Professor Powsky’s Syncopated Orchestra at the con- 
clusion, but that was only the culminating piece of an excellent 
performance. Galen and Avicenna opened with a conversation on 
the future of the trouser in heraldry, and the revue passed swiftly 
to a riotous conclusion through the topical references and asides 
which are the mainstay of these performances. 


Most of the local deities were tilted at during the evening in 
some such manner as the following :— 


‘‘Oh, Mr. Wallis ! Oh, Mr. Wallis !’’— 
“What's on your mind this morning, Mr. Dean?” 
“ Everybody’s making fun 
Of the way the ‘Square’ is run, 
In a plight like this it’s never, never been.” 
“Oh, Mr. Dean! Oh, Mr. Dean !— 
What signs of discontent, then, have you seen ?”’ 
“Well, it’s awkward I must say—’” 
“Well, what do they want to-day ?” 
“A lift! Oh, Mr. Wallis!” ‘‘ Waygood Otis! Mr, Dean.” 


‘Or the conclusion to the same song :— _ 


“You just ask them if they look 
At that standard reference book—”’ 
‘Meaning Greenish, Mr. Wallis?” ‘* No! the B.P., Mr. Dean.” 


The song of Felix the Boy and the song of the Waitress 
. . . . ‘ . 
were topical parodies on the ubiquitous “ bananas,” of which the 
following is typical :— 
Yes ! we have no gripe water, 
We have no gripe water to-day. 
We've lydrarg. cum creta 
In powders they’re neater 
And easy to take they say. 
We've got the old-fashioned dill fruit, 
Aloes and anise if they'll suit, 
But yes ! we have no gripe water, 
We're not selling Woodward's to-day. 


The whole performance was thoroughly appreciated by the 
enthusiastic audience which filled the Examination Hall, and the 
performers and all those engaged in the production of “ Brighter 
Pharmacy ”’ are to be congratulated on its success. 
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Annual Dinner. 


That diversity of opinion which usually obtains in regard to 
the varied affairs of life holds, as might be expected, in the case of 
the attitude adopted by students toward the School Dinner. This 
is only natural, when it is remembered that most of the students 
have not previously had an opportunity of attending this annual 
function and probably imagine that it is a dull and uninteresting 
affair—such are the imaginings of the uninitiated ! 


Opinions on the matter are quite freely expressed before the 
event. “Can’t raise a ‘tanner’ for the ‘ sweep,’ let alone the price 
of a dinner ticket,” says one, forcing his hand deep into his pocket 
which has been heavily depleted by the demands of dances, etc. 

‘Waste of time,” grow Is. another, hastily resuming his Burrow ing 
among his notebooks. “Only too delighted,” followed oe 
production of a cheque book is a remark, which, orcas to say, is 
seldom heard. 


In spite of all this, on the night of the dinner it is noticed that 
there are very few absentees and by the end of the evening 
everyone has entered into the spirit of the gathering and all unite 
to vote it a great success. 


The dinner held on February 20th was no exception to the 
general rule. The choice of the venue, the Hotel Russell, was a 
particularly happy one and the arrangements were carried through 
without a hitch. 

Since a comprehensive account of the proceedings has already 
appeared in the pharmaceutical press it will be unnecessary to dilate 
upon them here, suffice to say that the food was excellent, the 
speeches just suited to the taste of Square students and the 
entertainment delightful. [Doubtless our reporter would agree that 
the speeches were excellent and the food suited to the taste. . . .] 


The Dinner Committee are to be heartily congratulated upon 
the success of the event which was undoubtedly one of the most 
enjoyable ever held by the Students’ Association. 

Perhaps some of my readers can supply the answers to the 
following two questions :— 

Why a certain statement, which was eagerly awaited, was 
omitted from one of the speeches? 

Who was the most envied student present, and why? 


A. D. INER. 


PAST STUDENTS’ CLUB. 
Secretary—L. F. GORE. 


My notes for this issue of the Square Chronicle will be briet, as 
reports of the activities of the Club in connection with the Annual 
Dinner and, the Old Boys’ Day w ill be found under their respective 
headings. The title, “Old Boys’ Day,” still seems to cling to the 


372 


event in spite of the fact that the ladies formed not the least 
enthusiastic portion of the bus loads venturing to Edgware. It 
was very gratifying to find ‘‘ House Full” at “ The George,” and 
thanks are due to the Committee who worked hard to bring this 
about. I am told that the ladies’ gathering was also a great 
success, but, as a © mere man,” I was not privileged to hear 
fuller details.’ 


I have heard from various members tales of the great feats 
wrought on the cricket field “when they were at the Square.” 
I wonder if we can persuade them to join issue with the present 
students now that cricket is again part of the curriculum? If 
there are any who would like to show this year’s team how things 
were done, I shall be glad to throw down the gauntlet on their 
behalf. Names should be sent along without delay. 


i? eae: 


Past Students’ Day. 


The journey to Edgware was made without producing any 
incident of extreme importance. Certain members of the party 
would persist in smoking some tobacco which the generous one 
said was buckshee, or did he say buckwheat? I forget—anyway, 
the weather left nothing to be desired, and the games were eagerly 
contested in style well fitting true knights of Bloomsbury. Full 
justice was done to the tea; exactly who paid was not very obvious, 
but it seemed a little hard that the shock of the free tea should 
have proved so fatal to the chariot on the return journey to town, 
where the parting of the ways took place—the Old Boys repaired to 
‘The George,” and the Old Girls to “ The Rendezvous.” We do 
not know what occurred:to make the participants at the Old Girls’ 
function so speechless, but it was not easy to obtain very full details 
of their doings on this great occasion. We learn that the chair 
was occupied by Mrs. C. E. Corfield, and that a goodly gathering 
of our pharmacettes spent one of the most enjoyable evenings of 
their lives. It is to be hoped that the annual reunion may rapidly 
increase in popularity to rival that which has long characterised 
the Old Boys’ Dinner. At ‘ The George” everything went with a 
swing. With Harry Martin in the chair, and many doughty 
supporters in attendance, the success of the evening was assured. 
Time honoured traditions did not pass unheeded, and the function 
well reflected that spirit of camaraderie which all have learned 
to regard as a characteristic attribute of Squarites of all ages. 
The speeches were brief and to the point ; the musical programme 
was happily conceived and greatly appreciated. The muster was 
one of the largest on record, and all were sorry when Father Time 
intervened and brought yet another memorable evening to 
a close. b 


a73 


THROOGH™ THE 
BURETTE. 


(Things we want to know). 


Where do sixpences go in the 
summer time ? 


Whether Hadley Woods will live 
up to their reputation ? 


What the short story is about ? 


Who drinks Adam’s ale ? 


If the recent appeal for synonyms was not resporisible for 
many original suggestions ? 


Whether mel is really intended for beer ? 


Whether the “fastness” of a watch is inversely proportional 
to the square of its distance from a ping pong table ? 


If the patent office has been overwhelmed with specifications 
for new and improved apparatus for the manufacture of nitrogen ? 


And if Mr. Heath Robinson is responsible for the design of 
some of the apparatus recently seen in the Minor lab. ? 


And if cleanliness will ever be much of an aid to some people’s 
analytical work ? 


Whether there is any truth in the rumour that a well-known 
firm of biscuit manufacturers has closed down for the summer 
owing to lack of business ? 


When the expression © Wait for it!” is indicated ? 
How many members of the staff of No. 16 possess wireless sets ? 


And if the whisker which is said to be employed as a “detector” 
will be placed on the P.A.T.A. ? 


Will someone kindly strangle the lift question ? 
How did the panier find its way home ? 

Why does Cross play b(l)ackwell ? 

What should be quoted as pure im drugs? 


Whether the necessary “re-bushing” of throats has been 
undertaken in preparation for the next football season ? 


QUERICUS. 
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WILLIAM B. NELSON. 


President of the School of Pharmacy Students’ Association. 
1923-1924. | 


It has been stated that, if a fish is confined for some time in a 
small bowl and afterwards transferred to a large tank, it will 
continue to swim round and round in small circles just the size 
of the bowl from which it has been taken and for a considerable 
period will not accommodate its movements to the extended 
surroundings. From time to time individuals are encountered who 
seem to combine the appearance of men with the habits of fishes 
in this respect, but W. B. Nelson is emphatically not one of these. 


When he started in business a “major” diploma and a long 
row of certificates of honour” testified to his ability as a student 
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and a pharmacist, and he passed through his “ small bowl” period 
as the owner of a retail pharmacy in West Kensington. His energy 
and enterprise soon demanded a larger sphere of activity, and he 
entered the “tank” of the wholesale trade and travelled the length 
and breadth of the country. In the course of time he once again 
enlarged his boundaries, and his friends rejoice to recognise that 
he has secured a position with one of the most progressive and 
prosperous houses in the drug trade, where his initiative, industry 
and integrity can find full scope and yield an adequate reward. 


Nelson is familiar to all Square students in the réle in which 
our artist has depicted him. As a sports enthusiast he is second 
to none. Although his playing days are, perhaps, over his still 
keen interest is demonstrated by the readiness with which he turns 
out to referee matches. 


He has always been an active supporter of the School of 
- Pharmacy ; he was appointed to the provisional committee charged 
with the formation of the Past Students’ Association in 1912 and 
he has remained in office ever since. His election as President of 
‘the Students’ Association for the current year was a just and wise 
choice, and under his able chairmanship the strength and scope 
of the Association will undoubtedly continue to increase. 


HARRY MARTIN. 


GOOD ADVICE. 


From the cradle to the grave, we are enveloped in an 
atmosphere of good advice. It is as ubiquitous as the luminiferous 
ether, though its light-bearing qualities are frequently questioned. 
It follows us about like our Shadows. 


But, in spite of—or possibly because of—its abundance, good 
advice is not in great demand. It is one of those commodities 
which, one feels, it is better to give than to receive. The more we 
give the better we like it, and the more inexhaustible seems to be 
the supply. 


The other day I heard of a man who actually asked for good 
advice, just as a Rockfeller might plead for a threepenny bit or a 
Bell scholar for an easy salt. A friend of mine was reading by the 
fireside at his club when a voice at his elbow said, ‘Excuse me, 
but can you tell me how to remember things I read ; books, articles, 
and so forth ?” 


“Oh! it’s quite easy, provided you work on a definite system,” 
replied my friend, who reads about two hundred and fifty volumes 
a year. © Take a book, for instance. Read it through to get a 
general idea of the work as a whole. Then tackle it more slowly, 
noting the main heads, sub-heads, and—er—any hands or feet you 
fancy. Jot down striking quotations, and finally write a pithy 
synopsis.” 

“Thank you, so much,” returned the voice. ‘“ You’ve helped 
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me enormously. I think I’ve got the hang of the thing now. But 
in order to make quite sure—I don’t want to trouble you—could 
you let me glance at one of your notebooks ?”’ 


Unfortunately, my friend suddenly discovered an urgent 
appointment, and made his escape somewhat hurriedly. Honest 
seekers after good advice are such disarming people, and so rare, 
that the average person cannot get much practice in defensive 
operations. 


The fact of the matter is, that the giving of good advice 
satishes a fundamental longing of human nature. It is a sign of 
the self-assertive instinct rising to the surface, bubbling, effer- 
vescing, irrepressible. It is glorious to blow that most delightful 
of musical instruments—your own trumpet—while your hearer is 
condemned to the second fiddle. 


Think of all the advice freely offered to the compilers of the 
British Pharmacopeceia ! 


Try to picture a poor student labouring towards the examina- 
tion room, fearful lest any item of counsel or precept should get 
lost in transit. What a terrible journey it would be. 


Every year vast numbers of books are written on ‘‘ How to do 
this, that and the other.”” Some of them are bought—nay, more— 
read. But I notice that in a little while they cumber the shelves 
and floors of the second-hand bookshops and figure largely in 
publishers’ remainders. 


Where will it all end—this stream of good advice? Well, 
I am doubtful if it ever will end. Its springs are secure, and it is 
fed by many tributaries. People are too fond of it—the giving 
part, Imean. And, after all, it is practically never followed, so it 
doesn’t do very much harm. 


Be pease 


THE SUBTERRANEAN PASSAGE. 


Deep in the bowels of the Earth, 
There is a place of noise and mirth ; 
Far hidden from all prying eyes, 
Along a passage dim it lies. 

Down many weary winding stairs, 
Which nimble folk may take in pairs ; 
Sharp turn to left and straight ahead, 
Be careful not to bump your head. 


Now turn again, round to your left, 

At banking you must be quite deft ; 

Then left again, a few more miles, 

Your trouble’s well repaid, with smiles. 
This tortuous passage, dark and stony, 
You travel free on Shank’s pony ; 

There’s no conductor asks your fare 

To Common Room at Bloomsbury Square. 


D.L. 
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“IF WEMBLEY GROWS.” 


“Visit the Ideal Pharmacy Exhibition.” I was ata loose end 
and the poster allured me so I dived into a hole in the wall, took a 
ticket to Pertussis Park and was gently lowered into the bowels of © 
the earth. A journey of about twenty minutes provided a very. 
practical illustration of the feelings of the marc inside a tincture 
press and, incidentally, I had visions of emerging from the train in 
the form of a compressed tablet. 


Needless to say I was soon inside the spacious building which 
housed this unique collection of modern pharmaceutical appliances 
and in a very short space of time was lost in wonderment at the 
audacity of it all. Most of those attributes formerly regarded as 
indispensable to the practice of pill pounding were conspicuous by 
their absence from this assembly of labour saving devices. The — 
exhibit of an up-to-date and easy-to-work drug store presented 
many features of novelty. Direct communication with the 
wholesale houses was established by means of pneumatic tubes 
which facilitated the delivery of supplies and appeared to eliminate 
transport difficulties, and carmen’s curses. The duties of dispenser 
were undertaken by an electrical contrivance which looked like a 
cross between a wireless set and a weighing machine. Prescriptions 
were deposited in a little slot by the white jacketed attendant who 
then indulged in a little juggling with the keyboard and after an 
interval of about three minutes there was delivered, from an aperture 
onthe other side of the machine, bottles of medicine all neatly 
wrapped and correctly addressed. ‘What a wheeze!” I mused, as 
a brilliant idea struck me. “I'll bet that’s got him g Ghessings I 
chuckled and handed in a prescription for :— 

R Acid. Sulph. Conc. 2. 
Pot. Chlor. AA, 
Sacch._ Alb. Me 
Misce Secundum Artem. 


But the apparatus and the operator were equal to the occasion and 
after much pressing of knobs to the accompaniment of sundry. 
gurglings within, there was presented to my gaze an elegant 
preparation worthy of the great Galen himself. I looked in vain 
for a machine that would press its own button ! 


One feature. of the exhibition was an improved herb garden. 
In the centre was the magcarb pond with soda fountains playing at 
each corner. A number of very neatly arranged flower beds 
contained an assortment of medicinal plants—but such plants! 
Where the leaves ought to be were little blobs of solid extract— 
each standardised to the official alkaloidal content. “Roots?” said 
one of the attendants in answer to my questions. “Oh, No, only 
in the Rutacee—you see it’s easier for the students to remember!” 
As I turned away I saw a queue of unemployed nitrifying bacteria 
outside the vapour exchange waiting to draw their dole. 
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Other remarkable features were to be found in a structure which 
displayed the somewhat ambiguous sign “A Model School of 
Phar macy.’ Remembering that the dictionary defines a model as 

a small imitation of the real thing,’ I was not inclined to form a 
hasty opinion from mere external appearances, but my doubts were 
soon dispelled as I mixed with the throng of sight-seers which had 
congregated within and realised the changes which had been 
wrought in the methods of imparting knowledge since my own 
student days. 


No longer did those who hunger after knowledge have to 
submit to the discomfort of hard wooden benches, for the 
transmission of lectures by radio had dispensed with the necessity 
for attendance in the lecture theatre and students were able to 
imbibe words of wisdom in the comparative comfort of their 
diggings, a reform which was rendered complete by the adoption 
of a system of television, whereby every demonstration could be 
followed with ease. I heard Professor Southseas dilate upon 
the possibility of obtaining sparks from the aerial during a 
thunderstorm, a pronouncement which was followed by a discussion 
of the chemical constituents of “ Bull’s-eyes” and other medicinal 
substances derived from animal sources, with references to the 
synthesis of the ortho-thyroids. 


But I must be mindful of the Editor’s ** Don’t be long-winded” 
so carefully impressed upon me when I offered to pen these 
reminiscences, and for the time being must clothe my identity in. 


Ky TaD 


THE BALSAM. 


The monastery bell had ceased tolling and the monks were 
assembled in the stark refectory waiting for the Abbot and their 
‘supper. Brother Anselm was there, blowing on his numb fingers 
in an attempt to warm them; Brother Nicholas was there, his 
shaven pate glistening where the light from the candles fell upon 
it; so, too, was Brother Austin, fresh from Rome, dancing up and 
down on the stone floor, his feet blue with cold except where the 
impress of the sandal-strap showed red. At the lower table the 
novices were set, talking one to another in undertones. Behind 
the Abbot’s chair, his back to the fire, stood Brother John the 
~cellarer, with his bunch of keys hung at his waist, jovial even on 
such a night as this. 


“The good Father is late,” said Brother Anselm to his 
neighbour. 


“Ay, and small wonder. The good Father has been ailing 
with difficulty of breathing these ten days gone, and a night like 
this the cough will rack him,” came the reply. 
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‘Then pray he gets no worse. This is no weather for Pater 
Nosters and Ave Marys the night through,” said Brother sta 
blowing once more upon his fingers. 


“Where is Brother Francis at this hour?” said his neighbour. 


‘“Where should he be but in his cell, deep in the Black Arts ? 
What recks Brother Francis of hour or meat ? I tell you,” his voice 
sank to a whisper, * as I passed along the cloisters before cock- 
crow two nights gone, the light still burned in his cell and from it 
there came a fearsome stench as of Hell itself.” He crossed 
on 


‘But the good Father will be displeased. Thrice in one week 
hath Brother Francis been late at meat. Brother Francis likes 
not sient 


‘‘ Penance, forsooth ! Were I his judge, I would send to Rome 
for an excommunicabo from the Holy Father himself. What cares 
our brother for peas in his sandals or scourging on the bare back ?” 
said Brother Anselm, contemptuously. 


Silence fell on the refectory as the Abbot entered. Tall and 
erect for all his eighty years, looking neither to the right nor to 
the left, he passed between the tables unfaltering. Only as he 
reached his chair a fit of coughing took him, so that his body was 
racked with the effort and for a moment he rested on the shoulder 
of Brother John, breathing weakly. Then he stood up before 
his chair. 


“Pax vobiscum, my children.’ The keen eyes swept the tables. 
‘Where is Brother Francis ?” 
‘In his cell, may it please you, Father,” said Brother John. 


“Then let him be summoned hither. Brother Anselm, do 


you ‘ 


But the Abbot’s sentence remained unfinished. The door of 
the refectory was flung open with a crash and Brother Francis 
entered. His face was grimed and unshaven, his gown was mottled 
with stains and burns and the sleeves were rolled up to his 
angie Sie In one hand he flourished a small flask triumphantly. 


“TI have found it, O Father, py here ! ae igitur. 
re all these years! Laus deo in eterno.’ 


‘My son,” said the Abbot, “the bell has ceased to ring these 
five minutes. Why art thou not among thy brethren at the 
tables ?’’ Another spasm of coughing took the old man and he 
sank back into his chair. 


‘Father, it is here. Try it, O Father, and breathe freely 
once again!” The brother seized a mug from the table, filled it 
with boiling water from the pot that hung on its chain above the 
fire and emptied into it the contents of his flask. Then he held at 
below the Abbot's nose, 
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“ Breathe in the vapours, O Father,” said Brother Francis. 
“A-a-ah !” said the Abbot. 

“A-a-ah !” came softly from the staring monks. 
“Aaa-aaa-abbh !” said the Abbot. 

‘‘Aaa-aaa-ahhbh !” said the monks. 


¢ Y . . . 

‘A miracle, a miracle!” cried the Abbot. “ How soothing, 
how calming. The hardness is even now gone from within my 
chest.” 


“In excelsis gloria. Then bring in the soup,” said Brother John. 
‘Aaah |” said the Abbot. 
‘Aaah !” said the monks. 


And “Aaah-men!’’ said Brother Anselm, thankfully, as the 
steaming basins of thick pease soup were a at the’ heads of 
the tables. 


Hy Ni Lt 
“WAIT FOR IT!” 


We've a motto at the Square— 

It’s pinched from——you know where, 
Just ‘* Wait for it!” 

Some say “ Get a move on,” 

But we find you can’t improve on 
Our ‘“ Wait for it !”’ 


When eleven o'clock comes round, 
And you're expressly bound 
To hurry down a coffee that’s too hot, 
Don’t fret and burn your jaw, sir, 
And its rude to use the saucer, 
So *“* Wait for it!” 
When “ qual:’ results are irksome, 
And you find you have to “ work”’ some, 
Or get reports just cancelled out as “ bilge” ; 
If PO, is foiling, 
You'll get it down on boiling—if 
You ‘*Wait for it!” 


You're given a wizened bit— 
“That's cummin, isn’t 71t ?” 
(It flowers on the twenty-fourth of May), 
Just keep on haw-and-hum-ing, 
“The answer, sir, 1s coming, 
Only ‘Wait for it!” 


If, in a water-riot, 
When the rule is ‘‘ messa fiat,” 
And a water-bottle jet is pointed at you, 
Don't run if it 7s hurting— 
They tell you in “Stop Squirting,” 
To “ Wait for it!” 


But the Minor’s looming near— 
If you’ve got that guilty fear 
That a football is the only pill you've rolled ; 
Don’t let the Chairman say, 
“Three months, if it’s a day, 
You'll ‘' Wait for it!” 
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HINTS TO A TYRO. 


With the close of the present session the thoughts of some of 
us naturally turn to the next, and perhaps a few words of advice 
to future students may not be amiss. These few remarks are, 
therefore, made in the hope that members of the Association will 
pass them on to those of their acquaintances who aspire to enter 
the Square. 


Naturally, you desire that your course shall be a success in 
every sense of the word, and the observance of the rules of conduct 
set out below will largely conduce to the attainment of that most 
commendable ambition. 


In the first place, in everything you do, you should bear in 
mind that your real object in coming to the Square is to place 
yourself in the most favourable atmosphere and position. for the 
acquirement of the admittedly difficult technique of the game, 
which is only to be obtained by association with kindred spirits 
and constant practice at the Holborn Billiard Hall. 


On entering the building on your first working day your 
initial duty will be to sign the register. It will be advisable on 
this occasion to sign for the remainder of the week, as this action 
is reputed to induce in the person performing it that feeling of 
self confidence and satisfaction so essential for overcoming those 
difficulties which are bound to arise during the session. In fact, 
many of the eminent past students of the Square attribute their 
success, in the first place, to this simple act. | 


Before proceeding to the lecture theatre you should consult 
the sporting papers favoured by Square students ; these are either 
pink or green in colour, and emanate from a well-known West of 
England town, and when read should be deposited in the 
dispensary on the occasion of your weekly visit there. 


Having obtained a comfortable seat in the lecture theatre 
you should proceed without delay to carve, not your own name, 
but that of a fellow ‘student on the form in front. The letters 
should be at least two inches high, and if you are sufficiently astute 
at this early stage to associate with it the name of some member of 
the opposite sex, you will be immediately acclaimed a wit of the 
first order and your popularity will be assured. 


When you have performed this operation you will be at 
liberty to engage your neighbour in conversation for the remainder 
of the lecture. Do not omit to consult your watch at intervals of 
not more than ten minutes, and as soon as the hour is up intimate 
to the lecturer by suitable gestures and guttural noises that you 
desire to depart. He will be greatly obliged for this information 
and will at once dismiss the class. 
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You will find a cigarette of great assistance to you in mounting 
the stairs to the lab., and on arriving at the top you should place 
the cigarette end on the landing outside the door ; others following 
will imitate your example, and a most effective carpet will soon be 
formed, which, by deadening the sound of passers-by, will soothe 
the nerves of the harassed workers in the research laboratory. 


If you are a pipe smoker place your pipe, still alight, on the 
bench in front of you ; the aroma arising therefrom will counteract 
any objectionable odours resulting from analytical operations, and 
will probably elicit from your next door neighbour the remark, 
‘‘ That’s real tobacco.” 


It is not advisable to do any more work than you can possibly 


help otherwise the Square Students’ Union will have something to: 


say. Their most important rule is “ Not more than one mixture 
or two titrations a day,’ and this must be rigidly adhered to. 
While you are waiting for precipitates to filter, you will .be 
expected to attend ten minute talks by an official of the $.S.U. on 
such subjects as ° Aids to the culinary art, or, how to definitely 
deceive dems.,” and “How to analyse a coloured mixture by 
inspection,” with, perhaps, an occasional talk of more general 
interest, such as * Coffee, its action and uses.’’ The officials of 
this Union are always major students, and are most proficient in 
the exposition of these subjects. When not occupied in this way 
you should see the Billiard Secretary and arrange times for practice, 
and for coaching if required. 


When you take your notebook to be marked, it 1s advisable to 
bang it as loudly as possible on the desk, as the demonstrator is 
probably asleep and will appreciate your efforts to wake him. 
Should you happen to hear the whistle of the speaking tube blow, 
you should immediately shout “ Off-side!” as loudly as possible ; 
your position in the football team will then be a certainty. 

The advice outlined above will probably take some time to 
assimilate in detail, so further suggestions are held over for another 
occasion. oP AS 


ENTRE NOUS. 


Congratulations to— 
S. W. Bastow (Pereira Medal). 
H. A. Bancks (Council Silver Medal.) 
W. Ellison (Council Bronze Medal.) 


* * * 

And to C. W. Maplethorpe who was recently successful in the 
examination in the chemistry of foods and drugs, for the 
Associateship of the Institute of Chemistry. 

* * * 


Dr. Kassner has joined the staff of Messrs. Squibbs and Co. of 
New York. ; 


li Mi 
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Our congratulations to Miss Herrington and Mr. Hughes on 
their recently announced engagement. 


* * * 


The wedding of two former Square students was_ briefly 
recorded in the Pharmaceutical Journal, from which we take the 
following details:—On April 24, at Eastbrook Hall, Bradford, by 
ithe Rey. IT: O. C. East, Charles A. Hewitt, Ph.C., of Hull, to 
Florrie Field, M.P.S., of Br adford. Hearty good wishes from their 
contemporaries. 
: * * * 


How some people obtain results is shown by the following 
exclusive report: ‘First one asks oneself, ‘Is it acid or alkali’? 
Then J fill the burette, we weigh out the salt, and you do the 
calculation.” Perhaps one gets a notice Refereed Part I. 


* * * 


Remember * You can do it easily on B.P.!” 


* * * 


There will be some summer, so get your blazer complete with 
badge from The Scotch House, Knightsbr idge. 


* * * 


If the Minor Examination was conducted on the lines of a 
well-known Advertisement. 


Mr. Secretary. “Have you seen our Syllabus, Mr. Everystudent ?” 


; ’ ‘ « fe 
Mr. Everystudent. “Yes, and I have chosen several subjects in 
which I should like to be examined.” 


Mr. S. “Then I shall be pleased to arrange the fees to suit your 
convenience.” 


Mr. E. “As a chemist’s assistant my income is necessarily small. 
I can pay £1 down and 41 each year until I have qualified.” 


Mr. S. “ That will suit me admirably; I will give you a receipt for 
the £1 now.” 


Mr. E. “ Now asto my training :—I was apprenticed 


Mr. S. “We require no references of any kind, Mr. Everystudent, 
but rely entirely on the honour of our clients. We shall be 
pleased to examine you at any time you may choose and the 
result will be posted to your address in Tooting in a plain 
envelope. Should you be successful we will frame your 
certificate, on the back of which you will find a free Fire 
Insurance Policy.” 


Mr. E. “Your methods, I must own, are almost too good to be 
true—I only wish I had tried them before.” 


) 
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FAITH. 


Mr. Corfield says the atoms in benzene 

Are arranged on some hexagonalish scheme 

With the carbons at the ‘points 

And with one or two cross-joints 

To prevent it wobbling loosely to and fro. 

It seems a rather complicated mess 

And I rather think Kekulé made a guess, 

For I can’t see how he shows 

That they’re not arranged in rows— 

Only Mr. Corfield told us and of course he knows! 


Mr. Wallis one day looked upon a slide 

Where a fruiting lycopodium had died 

And he cried, ‘‘ Observe the spores 

Packed up neatly in their fours, 

With their typical reticulated coats. 

How delightful!” But I looked in vain to see ; 
There were sadly floating oddments, I agree, 

But of lyco, not a bit— 

Only chloral and some grit— 

But then Mr. Wallis saw them and that settles it! 


I have got an unknown powder and I’m stuck ; 

I can get it out by neither skill nor luck, 

I have heated it and cooked it, 

I have boiled it, I have looked it 

Up in CLOWEs and COLEMAN, still it will not go ; 

I have Dragendorfed and Meyered —I’m annoyed ; 

I could swear that it contained no alkaloid ; 

I have tested for quinine 

And am sure there was none in— 

But Miss Woodward says there was and so there must have been ! 


FUNICULUS. 
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